
   
 

              
 
 
 

*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÐÈÅÓÉÅÄ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒÓ 
before his birth in the Old Testament around 
1500-1300 BC.  In Genesis 22, after Abraham 
took his son Isaac to be sacrificed, God 
intervened with a ram in the bush for the 
sacrifice.  The Angel of the Lord spoke to 
Abraham out of the Heavens and gave him many 
promises of blessings, one of which in verse 18 is 
Ȱ!ÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÙ ÓÅÅÄ ÓÈÁll all nations of the earth be 
ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄȠ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÏÕ ÈÁÓÔ ÏÂÅÙÅÄ ÍÙ ÖÏÉÃÅȢȱ 
 
Another prophesy came in the book of Numbers 
between 1446-1260 BC in Chapter 24, when 
Balaam listened to God and started blessing 
Israel, it was spoken in verse 17, Ȱ) ÓÈÁÌÌ ÓÅÅ Èim, 
but not now; I shall behold him, but not nigh; there 
shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall 
ÒÉÓÅ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ )ÓÒÁÅÌȣȱȢ  Both these prophesies were 
fulfilled in Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38. 
 
The Virgin birth was prophesied in 740 BC in 
Isaiah 7:14, Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ 
you a sign; behold, a Virgin shall conceive, and 
ÂÅÁÒ Á 3ÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÃÁÌÌ ÈÉÓ ÎÁÍÅ )ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌȱ 
(God with us).  This was fulfilled in Matthew 
1:20-25 and Luke 1:26-35. 
 
Jesus had to come to us as the Incarnate, meaning 
becoming flesh.  He was God in human form, He 
was here from the beginning of the world as seen 
in John 1:1, Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ, and 
ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ×ÁÓ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ×ÁÓ 'ÏÄȢȱ  
To relate to man, He had to come in the form of a 
baby, growing up as a child, rubbing shoulders 
with us, showing us He was not better than us 
because of his great Love for us. 

 (More next page) 
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CALENDAR 
 

DECEMBER 
мп  ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ фΥллŀƳ 
18 Youth Bible Study Fun Night 7:30pm 
22 Annual Christmas Program 3:00pm 
24-25 Church Office closed 
25 Christmas Day 
28 Bible Study Fun Night 7:30pm 
31 Church Office closed 
31 Watch Night Service 10:00pm 
 

JANUARY 
1 bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ нлнл 
1 Church Office Closed 
4  Creative Learning 11:30am 
5 Bowling League 5:00pm 
мм ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ фΥллŀƳ 
20 Martin Luther King Jr Day 
20 MLK Jr Day Breakfast 10am FLC 
25 Honda Battle of the Bands 

оотр /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ŀƴŜΣ 5ǳƭǳǘƘ D! оллфс 
wŜǾΦ wƻƴŀƭŘ [Φ .ƻǿŜƴǎΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

 

FBC MISSION STATEMENT 
Exalt the Savior 
Equip the Saint 

Evangelize the Sinner 
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(The Birth of Christ ÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
 
In Luke Chapter 1, Gabriel, the Angel of the Lord, appeared to Mary and told her of her upcoming task, being 
the mother of Jesus and His responsibilities: 
 

1. He was to be called Jesus (vs. 31). 
2. He will be great and be called the Son of the Most High (vs. 32). 
3. God will give Him the throne of David (vs. 32). 
4. There will be no end of His kingdom (vs. 33). 
5. He will be called Holy, the Son of God (vs. 35). 

 
Gabriel gave Mary the assurance that these things will surely take place because, Ȱ7ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȟ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ 
)ÍÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȱ (vs. 37). 
 
As we celebrate the holidays with traditional things like Christmas carols, Christmas trees, decorations and 
gifts, let us focus on the real reason of the season.  God wrapped his Son in his Love, entrusted him to Mary for 
a season and gave us the chance of eternal life through Christ Jesus. 
 
(ÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÁÂÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÇÅÒ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ 2ÉÓÅÎ +ÉÎÇ ×ÈÏ ÇÁÖÅ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÔ #ÁÌÖÁÒÙȭÓ cross for our sins.  
He adopted us in His royal priesthood and made us joint-heirs with him in Glory.  We should remember the 
great Love God gave us in His Son and emulate such love by giving and sharing with those who are less 
fortunate.  Let us celebrate Christ, the reason for the season. 
 
 

Article Submission - Sis. Hyacinth Chung 
Communications Ministry 
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HYMN OF THE MONTH  
 

 άWƻȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέ 
 

άJoy to the Worldέ is a popular Christmas carol that came out of a 
collaboration of three people:  Isaac Watts (1674-1748), George Frederic 
Handel (1685-1759) and Lowell Mason (1792-1872). 
 
This song could be considered the most unlikely Christmas hymn because 
first, it is based from Psalm 98 instead of the Christmas narrative in Luke 2  
ŀƴŘΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ 

 
Isaac Watts was an English poet and a clergyman who challenged many teachings of the Orthodox church. He 
paraphrased ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ tǎŀƭƳ фу ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ tǎŀƭƳǎ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ 
Imitated in the Language of the New Testament 1719.έ 
 
άWƻȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ the second part of the paraphrase of Psalm 98:4-фΣ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΩǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦέ  Lƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŀǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ aǊΦ ²ŀǘǘǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƘȅƳƴǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ 
out of the 98th Psalm, I have fully expressed what I esǘŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛŜŦ {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΦέ 
 
Verse 3 of the hymn is sometimes omitted because it was not based on Psalm 98:  άNo more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make his blessings flow, far as the curse is found.έ  This άcurseέ is a reference 
to Genesis 3:17 when Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden. 
 
George Handel was from Germany residing in London and Lowell Mason was from Boston USA.  After all three 
composers collaborated and put their spin on this song, it resulted in a favorite Christmas hymn based on an Old 
Testament psalm, set to musical fragments composed in England and pieced together across the Atlantic in the United 
States of America. 

 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns. 
Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Sis. Hyacinth Chung 
Communications Ministry
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FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH  
The Mortgage Burning Service of Celebration was held Sunday, December 8, 2019, after Pastor Bowens 

delivered the Word of God during the 11:00am Worship hour.  Afterwards, the Church transitioned to the 

Family L ife Center for a celebratory reception. 

Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 

soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 

grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 

always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath 

given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your 

food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all 

bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the administration of this service not only supplieth the 

want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they 

glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all 

men; And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be unto God for his 

unspeakable gift.  

Mortgage Burning Litany  

Pastor: Our help is in the Name of the Lord, who has made heaven and earth. And we believe that God has 

ordained Friendship Baptist Church to minister to Duluth, Georgia and to the world.  

Congregation: We are Committed to the Journey. 

Pastor: &ÖËɀÚɯÏÈÕËɯÐÚɯÖÕɯÜÚȭɯ'ÌɯÏÈÚɯ×ÙÖÚ×ÌÙÌËɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÍÙÌÌɯÜ×ɯËÌÉÛɯÛÖɯ×ÜÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÛÖÞÈÙËɯÚÈÝÐÕÎɯÔÖÙÌɯÚÖÜÓÚɯ

and strengthening the spiritual lives of disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Congregation: We are Committed to the Journey. 

Pastor: We therefore meet joyfully today to transform indebtedness into humble gratitude and prepare to continue 

on. 

Congregation: We are Committed to the journey . 

Pastor: And now, Holy Father, trusting i n Your love and goodness, confident in Your power, and dedica ting 

ourselves anew to the support of our beloved Church, and through that support to the grow th and expansion of 

Your Kingdom, we praise Your name and we burn this mortgage, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.   

Congregation: Thank You Lord!   
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(-ÏÒÔÇÁÇÅ "ÕÒÎÉÎÇ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
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ɉ-ÏÒÔÇÁÇÅ "ÕÒÎÉÎÇ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔȭÄ) 
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By Sis. Christine R. Smith, Communications Ministry  

Christmas ÿRw¢x£¤Ą£ |p££ 
The name 'Christmas' comes from the Mass of Christ  (or Jesus). A Mass service (which is sometimes called 

Communion or Eucharist) is where Christians remember that Jesus died for us and then came back to life. 
 

The First  Chr istmas - The first Christmas celebration by the early Christian Church occurred 331 years after 

"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯ"ÙÜÊÐÍÐßÐÖÕɯÐÕɯ)ÌÙÜÚÈÓÌÔȭ  3ÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÊÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÉÐÙÛÏɯÖf Christ until the third century 

because no one knew the date.  The date of the birth ÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÙÌÊÖÙËÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ!ÐÉÓÌȭɯɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÓÐÒÌÓàɯÛÏÈÛɯ

shepherds were watching their flocks in the middle of a Northern Hemisphere winter. They were more likely 

to be doing this in the warmer  months.  -ÖÕÌÛÏÌÓÌÚÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÈÊÛÜÈÓɯËÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ)ÌÚÜÚɀɯÉÐÙÛÏɯÙemains a mystery. The first 

recorded date of Christmas being celebrated on December 25th was in 336 AD  in Rome; the date sanctioned by 

Pope Julius.  This corresponds to the date of the solstice on the Roman calendar. 
 

Some people think that December 25th might have also been chosen because the Winter Solstice and the ancient 

pagan Roman midwinter festivals called 'Saturnalia' (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saturnalia ) and 'Dies 

Natalis Solis Invicti' ( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sol_Invictus#Festival_of_Dies_Natalis_Solis_Invicti ) took 

place in December around this date so it was a time when people were already celebrating. 
 

The Tradition of Advent  - Advent is the period of four Sundays and weeks before Christmas or sometimes 

from  December 1st to Christmas Day. Advent means 'Coming' in Latin (the coming of Jesus into the world.)  

Christians use the four Sundays and weeks of Advent to prepare and remember the real meaning of 

Christmas.  The four weeks of Advent are themed; each represented by a candle placed in the Advent Wreath.  

3ÏÌɯÞÙÌÈÛÏɯÚàÔÉÖÓÐáÌÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÜÕÌÕËÐÕÎɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÌÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÓÐÍÌɯ'ÌɯÔÈÒes possible! 
 

1st Sunday: Hope (or promise) 

2nd Sunday: Preparation (waiting or prophecy)  

3rd Sunday: Joy (peace) 

4th Sunday: Love (adoration) 

 

The Friendship Baptist Church Youth Department has made a tradition of celebrating Advent each Sunday in 

December with our youth.  It is a spiritual time where the children participate around the altar 

commemorating  and anticipating the coming of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  

 

Conclusion  - The celebratory traditions associated around the world with Christmas have a mix of pre-

Christian , Christian, and secular themes and origins.   Popular modern-day customs of the holiday include  gift 

giving , completing an Advent calendar , singing Christmas music and caroling .  Fellowshipping, feasting, 

spending time with family  and friends and helping those less fortunate are all Christ-like ways to live out our 

faith in Jesus!   ÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌÙÌɀs no Biblical or historical proof that  Jesus was born on December 25th the 

Blessing is, He was born!   

 

John 1 (KJV):  1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... 14And the Word 

was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace 

and truth.   For Christians, this is absolutely worth celebrating!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saturnalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sol_Invictus#Festival_of_Dies_Natalis_Solis_Invicti
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/pre-Christian
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/pre-Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secularity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gift_economy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gift_economy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_carol
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OUTREACH MINISTRY - òOne Body Saved to Serveó 
Sis. Diana McGhee, Ministry Leader 

 

For more information about the Outreach Ministry or to volunteer, please contact: 
Diana McGhee at 404-312-1232 or via email at dianaymcghee@bellsouth.net or 

Catherine Stafford at 678-983-7587. 

 

 

 
Items will be distributed in the Fellowship Hall  on Fridays  

and from the Outreach Center  on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  
 FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED 

 

 
 
 
The FBC Outreach Ministry offers a Care Community to support foster care parents 
and information on becoming a foster parent. We also offer training to members who 
wish to become Care Community volunteers. Please contact Venda Young at 
219-688-1365 or Linda Milton at LBmilton1@charter.net for more information. 
 
 

 
 
 
Did you know that the Outreach Ministry hosts a MID-WEEK worship service every 
Wednesday at noon in the Fellowship Hall?  Join us!! 
 
 
 

OUTREACH CENTER HOURS: 
Mondays & Saturdays:  11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Wednesdays:  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

 

Wednesdays: 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

Fridays: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Saturdays: 11:30 am - 12:30 pm 

 

mailto:dianaymcghee@bellsouth.net
mailto:LBmilton1@charter.net
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A Huge Thank You!  Our sincere thanks to our FBC members and friends for supporting our Annual Thanksgiving Eve 
service and lunch through your donations, service and attendance. We could not have done it without you.   
Sis. Diana McGhee, Outreach Ministry Leader  

 

AND LUNCHEON 
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(Thanksgiving Eve Service & Luncheon ÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ
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(Thanksgiving Eve Service & Luncheon ÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
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TIPS FOR THE TEMPLE 
By Sis. Diane Russell, Communications Ministry 

 

I Cor. 3:16-17  Ɂ*ÕÖÞɯàÌɯÕÖÛɯÛÏÈÛɯye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 

in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy, for the temple of God is holy, 

ÞÏÐÊÏɯÛÌÔ×ÓÌɯàÌɯÈÙÌȭɂ 

 

Mind, Body and Soul  

 

Getting proper food, rest and exercise are part of the basic routine to follow to keep your body fit and healthy. 

Apart from this, it is also essential to take proper care of our overall body from skin, hair, eyes to hands and 

legs. We should take care of our body not only in the day but at night as well.  

 

Sleep is vital to our health and well -being.  Hundreds of biological processes occur while we snooze ɭ and 

missing out on them can undermine the immune system, metabolism, cognitive function, emotional stability, 

and more. For healthy sleep, try to stick to a schedule. Create an electronic sundown.  An hour before bedtime, 

turn off your devices. After dark, the blue light from screens can prevent qua lity slumber.  If yoÜɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÜÕ×ÓÜÎɯ

entirely, consider a light -dimming app like flux for Apple or Twilight for Android.  

 

'ÌÈÓÛÏàɯÌÈÛÐÕÎɯÚÛÈÙÛÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÌÈÓÛÏàɯÍÖÖËɯÊÏÖÐÊÌÚȭɯ$ÈÛÐÕÎɯÏÌÈÓÛÏàɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÔÌÈÕɯËÐÌÛÐÕÎɯÖÙɯÎÐÝÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÈÓÓɯ

the foods you love.  Balancing the healthy diet with an occasional treat. Eat a variety of nutritious foods from 

all the food groups. This should include but not limited to, a variety of fruits and vegetables, whole grains, low 

fat dairy products, poultry and fish. Try to limit sat urated fat, trans fat, sodium, red meat, sweets and sugar-

sweetened beverages. If you choose to eat red meat, compare labels and select the leanest cuts available. Most 

healthy eating patterns can be adapted based on calorie requirements and personal and cultural food 

preferences. 

 

Regular exercise can help protect you from heart disease and stroke, 

high blood pressure, noninsulin -dependent diabetes, obesity, back pain, 

osteoporosis, and can improve your mood and help you to better 

manage stress.  Regular exercise can help you sleep better, reduce stress, 

and control your weight.  Everything in moderation!!  

 

Romans 12:1-ƖɯɯɁI beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 

ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 

your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 

and ÈÊÊÌ×ÛÈÉÓÌȮɯÈÕËɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛȮɯÞÐÓÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȭɂ 

Articles from https://experiencelife.com/  

 

 

FLC GYM AND FITNESS CENTER HOURS OF OPERATION: 

Mornings Monday ð Friday 9:00 am ð 12:00 noon 

https://experiencelife.com/article/rev-up-your-metabolism/
https://experiencelife.com/
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SPOTLIGHT ON MINISTRY 

Left to right:  Cedric Hitchcock, Randel Carr, Bobby Williams, Richard Sylve, 
Dallis Harrison, Jim Vandiver, Ryan Deny and Marvin Whitfield 

Not pictured:  Germain Patterson, Raymond Poole and Victor Jones 
 
 

The primary purpose of the FBC Gatekeepers is to provide safety and security for our church 
family and visitors attending Friendship Baptist Church. 
 
If you have a desire to serve faithfully in this capacity, please  contact Bro. Bobby Williams at 
954-579-6002 or Bro. Randel Carr at 305-967-5950 or join us at one of our meetings to learn 
more.  The Gatekeepers meet every 4th Saturday at 10:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center in 
Room 130. 
 

1 Chronicles 9:22-23 
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WOMENõS MINISTRY 
Sis. Cheryl Alford, Ministry Leader

 

December 2019 
 
4ÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ with a fun-filled celebration acknowledging the 
birth of our Savior and a table full of presents for each attendee.  
  
Upon arrival, each sister was given an opportunity to pick a number from a stocking bag held by 
Sis. Shirley Price who also handed out the gift of a paper fan to keep cool during worship services.  No, we 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÌÁÙ ÏÒ Á ÃÁÎÔÁÔÁȢ   (Ï×ÅÖer, we did take a moment to acknowledge the presence of the Holy 
Spirit through prayer led by Evangelist Lenn Jones and scripture reading from Isaiah 9:6-7 by Sis. Lynne 
Alford. 
 
7Å ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Ô×Ï ÓÏÎÇÓȡ  Ȱ*ÅÓÕÓȟ /È, What a WÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ #ÈÉÌÄȱ ÁÎÄ 
Ȱ%ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌȱ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÉÓȢ $ÒÁÎÉÔÁ -ÏÒÒÏ×Ȣ  After the musical renditions, Sis. Geraldine Powell led the 
women in the reading of our covenant followed by Sis. Cheryl Alford who came forth and shared the 
following poem: 

 
4ÈÅ 'ÉÆÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ Love 

 
All over the world at this season, expectant hands reach to receive  
'ÉÆÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÌÁÖÉÓÈÌÙ ÆÁÓÈÉÏÎÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÅÓÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÎ ÃÁÎ ÃÏÎÃÅÉÖÅȣ 

For purchased and given at Christmas are luxuries we long to possess,  
Given as favors and tokens to try in some w ay to express 

That strange, indefinable feeling which is part of this glad time of year  
When streets are crowded with shoppers and the air resounds with  

ÇÏÏÄ ÃÈÅÅÒȣ 
But  on each tinsel -tied package exchanged at this gift -giving season, 

Unrecognized oftÅÎ ÂÙ ÍÁÎÙȟ ÌÉÅÓ Á ÄÅÅÐÅÒȟ ÍÏÒÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ ÒÅÁÓÏÎȣ 
For, born in a manger  at Christmas as a gift from the Father above,  
An infant whose name was called Jesus brought mankind the gift  

ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅȣ 
And the gifts that we give have no purpose unless God is pa rt of the giving,  
And unless we make Christmas a pattern to be followed  in everyday living.  
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ɉ7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
 
After the reading, Sis. Cheryl thanked everyone for their participation and support of the ministry 
throughout the year. 
 
As most of you our readers know, each month we acknowledge birthdays and anniversaries.   
December birthday greetings went to Mother Dorothy Blagmon (1st), Mother Patricia Ashe (6th), 
Sis. Dranita Morrow (8 th), Sis. Lynne Alford (12th); not present but not forgotten, Sis. Gerry Wright (31st). 
Anniversaries included Mother Dorothy Blagmon (1st) and Sis. Gerry Wright (1st). 
 
The women spent some time participating in three word games which challenged them to answer bible 
trivia questions related to the birth of Jesus.  Following these activities, the women enjoyed a special, 
mouth-watering breakfast of salmon cakes, bacon, grits, quiche and biscuits prepared by Sis. Gertie Brock 
who has faithfully served this ministry for the past seven years.  We hope she knows how much we 
sincerely appreciate her dedication in keeping us physically nourished.  
  
Following breakfast, everyone was invited to get the gift that matched the number she received upon 
arrival.  The gifts were very special and well received especially since all of them were hand-made.  
Sis. Cheryl made sure to acknowledge those who generously contributed gifts for this occasion and also 
shared the following statement after reading the poem above:  Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÆÏÒÇÏÔÔÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ 
Christmas season.  It is our Lord through His Holy Spirit who has placed it in our hearts to give.  He has 
blessed us abundantly with the strength and determination to fulfill the task of serving this ministry. Our 
giving is a way to say thank you to those of you who have remained a part of the ministry throughout the 
year.  The gifts you received today are just a small expression of appreciation.  But please know that we are 
ÁÌÌ Á×ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÇÉÆÔ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ 3ÁÖÉÏÒ *ÅÓÕÓ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓt.  
We caÎȭÔ ÔÏÐ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÔÒy, ÂÕÔ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÍÉÎÄÆÕÌ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎ ÂÌÅÓÓ ÓÏÍÅÂÏÄÙ ÅÌÓÅȢȱ 
 
Finally, special thanks to Sis. Gertie Brock, Sis. Erichka Shadburn, Sis. Lynne Alford and Sis. Tracey Alford 
for their contributions and to Sis. Kindell May for the beautiful, festive decorations. 
 
We had an awesome time and look forward to the new year and the opportunity to continue 
fellowshipping with our sisters. 
 

Article by Sis. Harriett Hairston, with contributing comments by Sis. Cheryl Alford. 
Sis. Shirley Price, Photographer - Communications Ministry 
 


