
   

We often talk  about hope in  a type of 
wishful  sense: "I  hope you have a nice day." 
"Hope you have a relaxing vacation." "I  
hope I  get the job." "I  hope she says yes." "I  
hope I  get the promotion."  "I  hope I  don't  
get sick." There are many things we hope 
for  in  this  life, some more probable to  
happen than others. However, the biblical  
concept of hope goes far  beyond these 
earthly  hopes. It  is not  mere wishful  
thinking,  but  something we have confidence 
will  happen. Hebrews 11:1 says, "Now faith  
is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not  seen." 
 
The Christian's hope is grounded in  the 
belief that  there is more to life  than what  
we can wish for  in  this  world.  The Christian 
hope is based on the resurrection  of Jesus 
Christ and in  God's promise to resurrect  all  
who believe in  Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:19ɀ
23). It  is the hope of forgiveness of sins 
(Colossians 1:13ɀ14). It  is the hope of a 
heavenly home (Hebrews 11:16). It  is the 
hope of a glorified  body in  which to live  
(Philippians 3:20ɀ21; 2 Thessalonians 1:10)  
and the hope of a new earth on which to 
live (2 Peter 3:13). Most importantly,  it  is 
the hope to  live in  these new glorified  
bodies on a new earth in  the very presence 
of God Himself for  all  eternity  (Revelation 
21:2ɀ4)ɂeternal life  and joy in  the 
presence of God (Psalm 16:11). This is the 
hope of all  true  believers.  

(More next page) 
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(Hope ÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 

This Christian hope is not  wishful  thinking.  We have been given promises by God Himself 
that  Jesus Christ, whom He raised from  the dead, will  return  again. We have been promised 
by God Himself that  when Jesus returns, we who believe will  be transformed into  the 
perfect image and likeness of His Son (2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 John 3:2ɀ3). We have been 
promised that  we who believe will  be forgiven our  sins because of the death of Christ and 
will  inherit  eternal life  because of the righteousness and resurrection  of Christ 
(2 Corinthians 1:20; Titus 1:2). The resurrection  is no myth. It  was a historical  event 
witnessed by hundreds of people. Jesus Christ rose from  the dead and appeared to His 
disciples and at least 500 other  people (1 Corinthians 15:3ɀ8). After  forty  days, Jesus 
ascended to heaven where He reigns at God's right  hand (Acts 1:3; Ephesians 1:20). He will  
come again to judge the living  and the dead (Acts 10:42). In  this  we hope, and we have 
good reason to hope, for  God has said it  will  be and God accomplishes everything He says 
(Hebrews 10:23; 1 Corinthians 1:9). He has done so throughout  history  and will  continue to 
do so in  the future. 
 
As further  assurance, God has given His Holy Spirit  to believers in  Christ (2 Corinthians 1:21ï

22). The Holy Spirit  testifies to our  hearts, minds, and spirits  that  the promises of God are 
true. The Holy Spirit  confirms the truth  of God's promises to us and assures us by His very 
presence in  us that  we belong to Christ (Romans 8:16). The Spirit  confirms our  adoption into  
God's family  and therefore assures us that  our  hoped-for  inheritance is certain (Romans 

8:17). In  fact, the Holy Spirit  is God's pledge to us. 
 
The Bible has much to say about hope, but  this  is what  it  says about our  greatest hope. The 
ultimate  Christian hope is that  one day Christ will  return  and we who are looking forward  
to that  return  will  go to be with  Him forever (Titus 2:11ï14). Because of Christ, we will  
triumph  over sin, guilt,  death, and hell  itself  (1 Corinthians 15:54ï58; Romans 8:37). We will  
inherit  eternal life  to be enjoyed in  the presence of our  most loving and gracious God. We 
will  even receive rewards for  what  we have done for  Christ and we will  reign with  Him in  a 
new worldɂa perfect world  of love and righteousness. In  this  we hope and because God 
has promised it  we know it  will  certainly  happen (Hebrews 6:13ï20). All  God's promises find  
their  fulfillment  in  Christ, our  Lord and Savior. He is our  hope (1 Timothy 1:1)!  
 
"May the God of hope fill  you with  all  joy and peace in  believing, so that  by the power of the 
Holy Spirit  you may abound in  hope" (Romans 15:13).  Source: Compelling Truth.org  

Jesus, our Ray of Hope 
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SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 T h e s s a l o n i a n s 5 : 8  
 

ñBut let us, who are of the day, 
be sober, putting on the 

breastplate of faith and love; 
and for an helmet, the hope of 

salvation.ò 

 
King James Version 
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REMEMBER THE SICK AND SHUT-IN WITH PRAYER AND CALLS WHILE THE  
SHELTER-IN-PLACE ORDER REMAINS IN EFFECT 

Bro. Willie  Benton  
Min. Karen Blacknell  
Rev. Kenneth Blacknell  
Dea. Willie  Blake 
Sis. Joyce Brooks 
Sis. Sherie Brown  
Bro. Dwayne Bynum 
Bro. Nicholas Caldwell  
Sis. Sherita Caldwell 
Bro. Tyler Caldwell 
Sis. Nekka Dean 
Sis. Doris Doyle 

Sis. Essie Foy 
Sis. Marlon German 
Sis. Barbara Hall 
Sis. Crystal Ingram  
Sis. Charlotte Hayes  
Bro. Emanuel Hazell 
Sis. Dorothy Jamison 
Bro. Patrick Jones  
Miss Quincie Joyner 
Bro. Dennis Kimmey  
Sis. Mabel Lawrence 
Dea. Jack Leverett 

Sis. Thelma Matthews 
Dea. Jack Leverett 
Bro. Laceem McCall 
Sis. Roxanne Motley  
Evg. Valerie Montaque  
Sis. Ruthie Nelson 
Sis. Gloria Peters  
Bro. Garvin Potts  
Sis. Catherine Pressley 
Sis. Carrie Rawls  
Sis. Peggy Rogers  
Dea. Clarence Slaughter 
 

Bro. Antone Smith  
Sis. Latisha Smith 
Bro. Xavier Stephens  
Sis. Tiffany Stovall  
Sis. Mabel Thomas  
Bro. Seth Tyler 
Sis. April  Walker 
Rev. Dwight Wilkerson  
Min. Floyd Williams 
Dea. Clendon Wilson  
Sis. Sadie Wilson  
Bro. Victor Winston, Jr. 
 

 

 

If  you need prayer, dial 
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INTE RES TED IN BEING A DRIVE R? 

GriefShare Ministry  Leader  
Minister  Karen L. Blacknell 
678-896-1441 
Karen83052@gmail.com 
  
 Help and encouragement  after  the death  of a spouse, a child,  family  
member  or  friend.  
  
GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and support group designed to help 
you rebuild your life after losing a loved one.  The support group is led by 
caring people who have experienced grief themselves and want to help you 
through the difficult  days ahead.  We know it  hurts, and we want to help. 
  
The GriefShare Ministry  has received the necessary GriefShare training  to be 

able to provide a warm, caring and comfortable environment to those experiencing the pain of grief.  Training 
is key for effective ministry.   GriefShare provides ongoing training  to the support group in order to continue to 
build and maintain a strong leadership team. 
  
Due to the pandemic  and sheltering -in -place, GriefShare now  meets every  Monday  from  7:30 pm to 
9:00 pm via conference  call.  If  interested  in  joining  us, please dial  701-802-5331  and enter  access 
code 209863 5#.  You must  first  register  with  GriefShare.  To register,  please call  Minister  Karen  
Blacknell  at 678-896-1441. 
  
The GriefShare Ministry  support group members are:  Minister  Karen L. Blacknell, Rev. Kenneth M. Blacknell, 
Rev. Garfield Garner, Minister  Amelia Brown, Minister  Barbara Williams, Sis. Sandra Williams, Sis. Linda 
Berry, Sis. HaLynn Brown, Mother Gerald Baker, Mother Dorothy Blagmon, Sis. Tyesaha Peak-Lane, 
Sis. Tradenia Hill, Sis. Cortney Garner, Sis. Hyacinth Chung and Evangelist Deloris Williams. 
 

mailto:Karen83052@gmail.com
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EMERGENCY RELIEF 

HELPING GWINNETT COUNTY RESIDENTS WHO HAVE BEEN 
AFFECTED BY THE PANDEMIC WITH: 

     

RENT & UTILITY ARREARS 

EMERGENCY SHELTER 

EXTENDED STAY 

APPLICATION FEE & SECURITY DEPOSIT 
 

Now accepting applications on 
Wednesdays (3:00-4:30pm) & Saturdays  (12:30-2:30pm) 

 
Friendship Baptist Church 

3375 Church Lane, Duluth, GA 30096 
Ronald L. Bowens, Pastor 

Call 770-497-8227 or visit  our website at fbcduluth.org 

YOU MUST BRING THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS: 

  State issued ID, Past Due notice from Landlord and Rental or Utility   
Company and Proof of U.S. Citizenship or Residency
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FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED 
 

For more information about the Outreach Ministry, please contact:   
Diana McGhee 
404-312-1232  

dianaymcghee@bellsouth.net 
or 

Catherine Stafford 
678-983-7587 

 

 

OUTREACH MINISTRY  
Diana McGhee, Ministry Leader  

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dianaymcghee@bellsouth.net
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HEALTH MINISTRY 
Vickie Perry, RN/BSN, Ministry Leader

 
 

 
 

YOUR HEALTH IS A LIFE-LONG JOURNEY:  
 
(1) Take care of your body and mind;  
(2) Get and stay active;  
(3) Manage a healthy weight; and  
(4) Practice good sleep habits.  

 
If anyone suspects they may be ill  with  COVID-19, call 770-513-5631 to schedule a FREE drive-through 
appointment. A ÄÏÃÔÏÒȭÓ referral  is not needed and no insurance/billing  is required.  
 
 

#/6)$Ȥρωȡ  (Ï× ÔÏ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔ 9ÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ Ǫ /ÔÈÅÒÓ 
Updated April  24, 2020  CDC 
 
Older  adults  and people  who  have severe underlying  medical  conditions  like heart or lung disease or diabetes 
seem to be at higher risk for developing serious complications from COVID-19 illness.  
 
Wash Your  Hands Often 
¶ Wash your hands often with  soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in a public 

place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
 

¶ )ÔȭÓ especially important  to wash: 
o Before eating or preparing food 
o Before touching your face 
o After using the restroom 
o After leaving a public place 
o After blowing your nose, coughing, or 

sneezing 

o After handling your cloth face covering 
o After changing a diaper 
o After caring for someone sick 
o After touching animals or pets 

 

¶ If soap and water are not available, use a hand sanitizer that has 60% alcohol.  
¶ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with  unwashed hands. 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
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(COVID-19 ÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
 
Avoid  Close Contact 
¶ Inside  your  home: Avoid close contact with  people who are sick. 
¶ Outside your  home: Put 6 feet of distance between yourself and people who ÄÏÎȭÔ live in your household. 

o Remember that some people without  symptoms may be able to spread virus. 
o Stay at least 6 feet (about 2 ÁÒÍÓȭ length) from other people. 

Cover Your  Mouth  and Nose with  a Cloth Face Cover When Around  Others 
¶ You could spread COVID-19 to others even if you do not feel sick. 
¶ The cloth face cover is meant to protect other people in case you are infected. 
¶ Everyone should wear a cloth face cover in public. 

Cover  Coughs and Sneezes 
¶ Always cover your mouth and nose with  a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 
¶ Throw used tissues in the trash. 
¶ Wash your hands with  soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizers with  at least 60% alcohol. 

Clean and Disinfect  
¶ Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily.  
¶ If surfaces are dirty,  clean them.  
¶ Then, use a household disinfectant.  

Monitor  Your  Health  Daily  
¶ Be alert for symptoms.  
¶ Take your temperature if symptoms develop. 
¶ Follow CDC guidance if symptoms develop 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/disinfecting-your-home.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
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THANK YOU, VETERANS!  
  

It is on days like this  that we are  reminded 

of the sacrifices courageous people have 

made to give us safety, peace, and 

freedom. Many Veterans have sacrificed 

their lives and put themselves at the 

forefront of danger for you and me and our 

entire country. To everyone who has 

courageously served our country, we say 

thank you for serving!  
  

 
 
 

FBC Thanks  All  Our  Veterans for  Serving  Our  

Country  with  Honor  and Distinction  
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God Alone Decides What He Wants 
 
We are children of God if we have excepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  This gives us 
FAVOR which is better than silver and gold. We have to establish and maintain a 
relationship with God. We need to study His Word and get an understanding of what He is 
telling us in His word. Why do we believe ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ  pray when we want or need 
something but not pray every day several times a day?  We should study the Word of God 
every day and improve our relationship with Him. 
 
Try meeting God every day as much as possible and see what He will do for you! 
 
During these times of having to stay away from everyone, we have more time to get closer 
to God. God lets it rain on the good and the bad.  Do you 
really think we get what we deserve from God?  No, we 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ (Å ÉÓ -ÅÒÃÉÆÕÌ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÁÌÌȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ 
ÍÏÒÅ ÌÉËÅ (ÉÍȦȦ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÏ (ÉÓ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ 
for us will be positive. 
 
God Bless Us All! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jim Vandiver 
SPC, US Army E-4 
Fort Gordon, GA 
South Vietnam 
2 years of service 
 

ñI give all Praise and Glory to God 
for bringing me this far. I am truly 
GRATEFUL, GRATEFUL! For all 
Veterans who paid a price that 
only we and the Lord knows 
about, GLORY TO HIS NAME!!ò 
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SHEPHERD'S CARE MINISTRY  
36th Pastoral Anniversary Drive-By Celebration 
Sunday, October 11, 2020 
 
1 Timothy 5:17 - Ȱ,ÅÔ the Elders that rule  
well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labor in the word and ÄÏÃÔÒÉÎÅȢȱ 
 
On Sunday October 11, 2020 a drive-by celebration 
was held for Pastor Bowens and Sister Debbie on 
their  36th Pastoral Anniversary. 
 
This Coronavirus has brought changes in all aspects 
of our lives.  No longer do we come together at the 
church building or have physical gatherings among 
friends. Yet, our love for one another has not been 
altered. 
 
We decided on a fall theme for the occasion. The 
front  of the church was very festive. The entrance 
was decorated with  mums, pumpkins, fall leaves, 
wreaths, hay and wicker rocking chairs. There was 
also beautiful signage and banners. The procession of 
decorated cars and honking of horns made a joyful 
noise to the ears of Pastor and Sister Debbie.  
 
There were four tents set up as you exited. Pastor and Sis. Debbie's favorite snacks were included along 
with  bottled water. 
 
To Pastor and Sister Debbie:  Thanks for all the ways you lead and guide our church. Thanks for being 
such great examples of living a life of faith. You are both a blessing to our church. 
 
The Shepherd's Care Ministry  would like to "THANK ALL OF YOU" for attending the drive-by celebration. 
 
A special shout-out to Shepherd's Care Transportation, Gatekeepers and Communication Ministries for 
the wonderful  job they did in making sure that everything was running according to plan. I also 
appreciated Bro. Alton Simpon and Deacon Michael Patterson.  
 
Pastor and Sister Debbie were blessed by the drive-by celebration and enjoyed the fellowship with  FBC 
members, family and friends. It  was great to witness them feel the love, support, appreciation and 
encouragement from each of you.  

 
1 Thessalonians 5:18, ȰÇÉÖÅ thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will  for you in 
*ÅÓÕÓȢȱ  We have an equal responsibility  to thank those who helped make this happen. 
By modeling gratitude, we help others to then be more thankful in their  lives. 
 
The ShepherdȭÓ Care Ministry   
Servant Leader, Vickie Chambers  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 13 
 

 
 
 
  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 14 
 

  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 15 
 

  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 17 
 

 
  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 18 
 

 
 
 
 
  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 19 
 

 
  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 21 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 22 
 

  



November 2020 Friendship Baptist Church  Á  A Purpose-Driven Church Page 23 
 

 
 
 
 


