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“Exhalt the Savior, Equip the Saint, Evangelize the Sinner.”
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Trust
T H E M E  O F  T H E  M O N T H

W R I T T E N  B Y  S I S .  H Y A C I N T H  C H U N G
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Trust” can be interpreted in many ways, but all
interpretations have the same basic principles
regarding morals and ethics. “Trust”, in the
English language, is a noun which means: the
firm belief in the reliability, truth, ability or
strength of someone or something. The verb
or action word of “trust” is the same as having
faith in, putting or placing one’s trust in,
having confidence in, or believing in someone
or something. When it comes to the Law,
“trust” is having an arrangement whereby a
person called a “trustee” holds property as its
nominal owner for the good of one or more
beneficiaries. In the olden days, “trust” also
involved extending credit to someone and
allowing them to make the payment at a later
time.

The Biblical definition of “trust” is to believe in
the reliability, truth or strength of someone or
something - in this case, God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Relationships
have to be built on trust. When it comes to
trusting God, we must believe in His reliability,
His Word and His ability and His strength. We
can solely trust in God because He does not
lie, He keeps His promises, He loves us
unconditionally, He protects us, takes care of
us, and defends us. To trust in God means 

more than believing in who He is and what
He says. We have to have confidence in Him.
Having confidence in someone or something
means having an assurance that leads to
action.

Is trust considered a choice or a feeling?
Being aware of all the qualities that trust
entails and giving people the chance to
demonstrate them can provide useful
information about whether to trust
someone or not. When people decide to
take that leap, they do so purposefully and
intentionally. In that case we can say “trust”
is a considered choice.

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart, and lean not to your own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
Him and He shall direct your paths.” (KJV)

Jesus symbolizes trust as we see in Mark
5:36 in the synagogue when he told Jairus,
“Don’t be afraid, only believe.” (KJV)

God is trustworthy, faithful, reliable and He
calls his people to respond to His
trustworthiness with trust.



Scripture of the Month

Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, And lean not on your own

understanding; In all your
ways acknowledge Him, And He

will make your paths straight.

5 

6 

P R O V E R B S  3 : 5 - 6  ( N A S B )
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Trust and Obey
H Y M N  O F  T H E  M O N T H

W R I T T E N  B Y  J O H N  H .  S A M M I S
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Pray for those on our “Sick and Shut-in” List
A S  W E L L  A S  T H O S E  G R I E V I N G  T H E  L O S S  O F  A  L O V E D  O N E

Send them a card, give them a call, visit them. You never know how much it
could mean to them.

Prayer changes things.Prayer changes things.
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W R I T T E N  B Y  S I S .  D I A N E  R U S S E L L

Labor Day, celebrated on the first Monday in
September, is often marked by parades,
barbecues, and rest. Yet beyond the festivities
lies a deeper story: one of struggle, solidarity, and
the ongoing pursuit of justice in the American
workplace. For African Americans, the holiday
reflects both progress and exclusion, woven with
resilience and hope.

Proposed in the 1880s and signed into law in 1894
after the Pullman Strike, Labor Day was meant to
honor American workers. But African Americans—
barred from many unions and denied fair wages—
were largely left out. Still, Black leaders played
pivotal roles in shaping labor’s future.

A. Philip Randolph, founder of the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters in 1925, led the first
predominantly Black union recognized by the
American Federation of Labor. His organizing
stretched beyond wages: in 1941, his threatened
march on Washington compelled President
Franklin D. Roosevelt to ban discrimination in
defense industries. That same vision echoed in
the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom, where Randolph stood beside Martin
Luther King Jr.

Even as Labor Day parades remained segregated,
Black communities created their own 

H I G H L I G H T I N G  B L A C K  H I S T O R Y

The Struggle, Sacrifice, and Legacy
African Americans and Labor Day: 

Honoring Contributions and Confronting Historical Challenges

celebrations, blending labor and pride with
cultural traditions of music, food, and fellowship.
Meanwhile, Black workers fueled the Great
Migration, joining unions in northern and western
cities and expanding the movement’s reach.

Today, African American workers remain at the
forefront of labor activism. From the Fight for $15
to leadership by Black women in unions and
worker alliances, their efforts confront disparities
in pay, opportunity, and representation. The
COVID-19 pandemic further underscored these
inequities, as Black essential workers carried
disproportionate risks.

The story of African Americans and Labor Day is
one of perseverance amid adversity. It is a
reminder that equality in the workplace is not
guaranteed—but must be fought for until
solidarity and prosperity are shared by all.
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W R I T T E N  B Y  S I S .  C H R I S T I N E  S M I T H
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REVIVAL

FBC Joins Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
for Three Powerful Nights of Revival

From Wednesday, July 23 to Friday, July 25, Pastor
Ronald L. Bowens was the honored guest speaker
for a three-night revival at Mt. Pleasant Baptist
Church in Athens, GA, led by Rev. Abraham Mosley.
The FBC family and friends traveled to Athens each
night to support Pastor Bowens in this spirit-filled
gathering, and what a revival it was!

Each night, the FBC ushers faithfully served, and
on Friday evening, the FBC Male Chorus lifted
hearts with powerful musical selections that
stirred the soul.

Pastor Bowens delivered dynamic, scripture-based
messages that truly revived the congregation:

Wednesday: Psalm 40:1-3 — “I Am So Glad the
Lord Lifted Me”
Thursday: Job 1:13-33 — “Worshipping God in a
Storm”
Friday: 1 Kings 21:1-4 — “Deal or No Deal”

Each sermon brought fresh fire and
encouragement, reminding all in attendance of
God’s power to lift, sustain, guide, and keep us
through every season of life.

The FBC family is grateful for the opportunity to
fellowship with Mt. Pleasant and to witness Pastor
Bowens walking boldly in his calling. Truly, we were
all revived!
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M E N  T H A T  C O O K  

On Saturday, August 9, 2025, the Men’s Ministry of
Friendship Baptist Church brought church
members together for an afternoon filled with
fellowship, food, and fun. From 12 PM to 2 PM, the
event highlighted the talents of more than 20
dedicated cooks who prepared an incredible
spread of dishes for everyone to enjoy.

Guests sampled everything from lasagna, ribs,
mac and cheese, and brisket to jerk chicken, fried
chicken, and a wide variety of desserts. The
atmosphere was made even more special with
uplifting music shared by our own Omaarh
Holcomb of the Communications Ministry, an Art
Show featuring the remarkable paintings of our
own Zack Pratt, and a book signing with Caleb
Rogers celebrating the release of his new book,
Detective Dog.

It was truly a taste of Friendship—good food, great
fellowship, and a wonderful reminder of the joy
that comes from gathering together as a church
family. Be sure to enjoy the pictures from this
memorable event!

Men That Cook: A Taste of Friendship
H o s t e d  b y  t h e  F B C  M e n ’ s  M i n i s t r y
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M E N  T H A T  C O O K  
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A R T  S H O W  B Y  Z A C K A R Y  P R A T T

I would like to thank you
for taking time out of
your busy day to explore
“Arts by Zack.” For most
of my work career before
retiring in 2021, I
designed rattan
furniture, framed
artwork, worked in metal
fabrication, and also
worked as a safety
manager. After one
semester, I dropped out 

of college to start a family, so for over 40 years I
never made it back to the study of arts.

In 2017 I had the appetite to return to drawing, and
to my amazement, I found that I was still able to
draw. As I did, the joy of drawing came rushing
back into my soul. Now I’m on this art journey
exploring several mediums such as oils, acrylics,
oil pastels, pastels, graphite pencil, and charcoal.
As you can see, life has brought me full circle back
to the arts, which I truly love and enjoy!

I was blessed to do an exhibit of my art at Desousa
Slay Art Gallery in Newnan, GA, from February to
May of 2025, and recently I did an exhibit of my art
at Sugar Hill Art Gallery in Sugar Hill, GA, from July
25 to August 17.
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Y O U T H  D A Y  2 0 2 5

Youth Day 2025
Friendship Baptist Church Youth Ministry, Sunday, August 24, 2025 

W R I T T E N  B Y  Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y  L E A D E R ,
R O N D A  R A Z O R

Youth Day is celebrated on the fourth Sunday in
August here at Friendship, and this year’s theme
was “In the Word of God!” drawn from John 1:1–3.
The youth led multiple parts of the service, and it
was a joy to see them shine in their roles.

The service opened with prayer by eight-year-old
Elias Wood, a faithful Sunday School and
Children’s Church attendee. Known for stepping
forward with holy boldness whenever children
are asked to pray, Elias powerfully rebuked the
devil and pleaded the blood of Jesus over the
congregation, setting the tone for worship.

Announcements, usually handled by our
Communications Team, were creatively
presented in “Breaking News” form by nine-year-
old Saniyyah Thomas. This was especially
touching because just a few years ago, Saniyyah 

was too fearful to recite her Easter speech.
Through prayer, she has overcome stage fright and
may well be one of God’s future news anchors!

The Teen Ministry, led by Minister Barbara and Stan
Williams, placed students throughout the
program. Sisters Quinn and Alexandria Conwell
served gracefully as Mistresses of Ceremony,
leading the order of worship with poise. Brother
Joel Rafiki blessed us with a heartfelt prayer, a
reminder of how God prepares hearts in advance
for His work. Sister Michaela Sharpless, our Youth
Sunday School Superintendent, directed the
Tithes and Offering portion, guiding the
congregation with confidence. We are grateful for
their obedience and the fruit of the Lord shining
through their service.

Youth Ushers, trained by Sister Vanessa White,
served faithfully at the doors, carrying out their
roles with dignity and joy. The Youth Choir,
supported by the FBC music team and dressed in 
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Y O U T H  D A Y  2 0 2 5

tan and cream, lifted the congregation with two
powerful selections. Their first song, “John 1,” set
the day’s scripture to music, while their second, “In
the Word of God,” was led by six-year-old Tyson
Wilson, boldly declaring that everything we need
can be found in God’s Word. Between the songs,
the FBC Dance Ministry, led by Sister Kimberly
Rogers, flowed in worship to scripture, with Kayla
Maxwell and Brianna Bray offering a beautiful
expression of praise.

The highlight of the day was the preached Word by
14-year-old guest preacher, Christopher Wimberly
Jr. His message, “What to Do When You Sink,” from
Matthew 14:30, reminded us that while we may feel
like we are sinking when we take our eyes off God, 

Jesus is always there to lift us up. His boldness
and maturity in delivering the gospel was a
blessing to all.

From the Nursery, led by Sister Joyce Bowens, to
Teen Church, Children’s Church, the Music
Ministry, and the Communications Team, every
department played a vital role in supporting our
youth.

Our theme, “In the Word of God,” is more than a
motto—it is the foundation of how our youth
learn, live, and worship at Friendship. We pray
God was glorified, and that all who attended
were reminded that whatever they are seeking
can be found in His Word.
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W R I T T E N  B Y  S I S .  C H R I S T I N E  S M I T H

Ecclesiastes 3:1 “There is a time for everything, and
a season for every activity under the heavens.”

Fall is a time of transition, as nature prepares for
the cold embrace of winter. 

Psalm 104:19 “He made the moon to mark the
seasons, and the sun knows when to go down.”

Fall is the season of abundance, where the fruits of
our labor come to fruition.

Often called fall in the  United States  because
leaves fall from the trees at that time. Fall teaches
us the importance of releasing what no longer
serves us. It is a season of shedding old patterns,
beliefs, and emotions that weigh us down.

Fall invites us to reflect on the year that has passed
and express gratitude for the blessings we have
received. It is a time to pause, slow down, and
appreciate the beauty that surrounds
us; embracing it can lead to personal growth and
spiritual evolution.

Fall is connected with the harvesting of crops; in 

It’s Harvest

Time

S I G N S  O F  T H E  S E A S O N
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many cultures autumn, like the other seasons,
has been marked by rites and festivals revolving
around the season’s importance in food
production. Animals gather food in autumn in
preparation for the coming winter, and those
with fur often grow thicker coats.

Genesis 8:22 “As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer
and winter, day and night will never cease.”

Fall, with its inherent sense of transition and
change, offers a unique opportunity for
introspection and growth; it’s also an ideal time
to engage in journaling and self-reflection. 

Autumn is usually defined in the Northern
Hemisphere as the period between the
autumnal equinox (day and night equal in
length), September 22 or 23, and the winter
solstice (year’s shortest day), December 21 or
22.

Grab a cup of cider, maybe a slice of warm apple
pie and test your knowledge of the fall season
with the “Fall Trivia Quiz” on the next page.



S I G N S  O F  T H E  S E A S O N
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W R I T T E N  B Y  S I S .  C H R I S T I N E  S M I T H

There is great significance in the grandparent-
grandchild relationship and National
Grandparents Day celebrates that relationship. It
emphasizes the unique bond that exists between
generations, supported by biblical references
that underscore the value of wisdom and familial
connections. Proverbs 17:6: Grandchildren are the
crown of the old, And the glory of sons is their
fathers.

This year, National Grandparents Day is observed
in the Unites States on Sunday, September 7,
2025. National Grandparents Day was signed into
law by President Jimmy Carter in 1978 and is
recognized the first Sunday after Labor Day each
year.  The official flower for the occasion is the
“forget-me-not”

National Grandparents Day, serves as a reminder
to honor and appreciate grandparents,
recognizing their contributions to families and
society. The "forget-me-not" flower symbolizes
remembrance and love, making it a fitting
emblem for the day.

The benefits of this intergenerational relationship,
such as improved longevity for grandparents and
emotional resilience for grandchildren, are well-
documented in research. Celebrating this day 

National
Grandparents
Day!

S I G N S  O F  T H E  S E A S O N

Happy Grandparents Day,
Meemaw and G-paw!

with quality time, whether through special
gifts, cards, or shared experiences, can
strengthen these bonds and enhance the
emotional well-being of both grandparents and
grandchildren. Proverbs 16:31, A gray head is a
crown of glory; It is found in the way of
righteousness.

Families are encouraged to come together,
reflect on their shared history, and create
lasting memories, reinforcing the idea that the
love and wisdom of grandparents are invaluable
treasures in the lives of their grandchildren.

National Grandparents Day is an opportunity to
celebrate this important bond between
generations. It encourages families to spend
quality time together and strengthens bonds
that positively contribute to the emotional well-
being of children and the overall health of their
grandparents. Psalm 103:17, But the mercy of
the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting for
those who fear Him, And His justice to the
children’s children.
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WRITTEN BY SIS. WHITNEY BROWN

Along for the Ride

The rustling leaves and gentle breeze that Autumn brings
always remind me of car rides with my father when I was a
child. My parents used to jokingly call me “the road hog”

because as soon as I saw my dad grab his keys to go
anywhere, I was putting my jacket on and grabbing my

lunchbox. Didn’t matter where he was going, I was
coming along for the ride- no question about it! 

Recently, I thought about how that relates to our
Heavenly Father. We often seek control of a situation or

circumstance, desperate to know the outcome and sway it
in our favor. However, as children of God, our Heavenly

Father is the driver of our destiny; we’re just along for the
ride! Proverbs 19:21 tells us, “Many are the plans in a

person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.
(NIV)” And in Ephesians 1:11, Apostle Paul tells us, “In

him we were also chosen, having been predestined
according to the plan of him who works out everything in

conformity with the purpose of his will... (NIV)” 

This is not to say that believers shouldn’t put action
behind our faith in the accomplishment of the will of
God, because we know The Word tells us that faith

without works is dead (James 2:26 NKJV). We just need to
be mindful of God’s omnipotence and omnipresence-

always acknowledging that He will ultimately be exalted
and glorified in every circumstance. We can rest easy in

His presence during good times or bad, knowing that our
Father is an expert driver and we’re along for the ride,

witnessing His power in action. 

“He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted

among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”



S I G N S  O F  T H E  S E A S O N
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
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“We can solely trust in God because He does not
lie, He keeps His promises...”

The deadline for October Newsletter articles is Friday, September 19th

Friendship’s
Voice

Thanks for reading

Stay tuned for next month’s Newsletter!
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